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E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, VN, CB 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAT'S COMMENT ON 
VN/KAMPUCHEAN CONELICT 

1. FOLLOWING A CONVERSATION ABOUT ANOTHER SUBJECT, A 
VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAT RAISED THE VIETNAMESE/KAMPUCHEAN 
BORDER CONELICT. HE SAID THAT THE REASON EOR THE 
KAMPUCHEAN ATTACKS ALONG THE BORDER WAS NOT TO BE 
EOUND IN FRONTIER DIEFERENCES; IT WAS IN POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS WITHIN KAMPUCHEA. KAMPUCHEA WAS SEEKING 
EXTERNAL CONFLICT TO SOLVE INTERNAL DIEFICULTIES. 

HE INSISTED THAT HANOI WISHED TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM 
THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS AND NOT THROUGH GUNS BECAUSE 
THERE HAD BEEN QUITE ENOUGH WAR IN THAT PART OP THE 
WORLD. HE NOTED THAT IT WAS ONE THING TO USE ARMS 
TO FREE ONE'S OWN COUNTRY, BUT IT WAS QUITE A 
DIPFERENT THING TO TRY TO OCCUPY AND MAKE CHANGES IN 
ANOTHER COUNTRY THROUGH ARMS. VN HAD NO INTENTION 
OP USING ITS MILITARY SUPERIORITY TO RESOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. THE DIPLOMAT NOTED THAT IF THERE WERE A GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SPIRIT (BON VOISINAGE) IT SHOULD BE 
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POSSIBLE TO RESOLVE THE DIPPERENCE 

THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS AND WHILE WAITING, VIETNAM COULD 
CONTINUE TO DEPEND ITS BORDERS AS THEY HAD BEEN 
CLEARLY DEPINED IN THE PAST. 

2. THE DIPLOMAT KNEW HE WAS BASICALLY REPEATING 
THE USUAL HANOI LINE, BUT HE TOOK PAINS TO DO SO 
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IN A LOW KEY AND TO OMIT THE HARSHER POSITIONS 
IN RECENT SRV PRONOUNCEMENTS. WHILE INTERESTED 
IN GETTING OUR VIEW OE THE CHINESE, HE DID NOT 
VOICE ANY CRITICISM OF PEKING OR HINT AT A CHINESE 
ROLE IN STARTING OR ENDING THE CONELICT. HE 
TREATED THE AEEAIR AS ONE WHICH HANOI KNEW IT COULD 
CONTROL. 
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